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Form pairs with one member from grade 8 school and other from grade 9 

School (or groups of 3 if necessary).  Each pair/group should  
review ONE of the family engagement activities.
Which activity are you reviewing? ____________________________

Discuss the content of this activity.  Identify the student and parent responsibilities.

Check YES or NO to tell whether this activity has the following characteristics.


                 









YES    NO
Meaningful Content

1.
Is the content important and/or enriching for building student skills and abilities?
 (
 (
2.
Are the directions, vocabulary, background, and content clear and concise?
 (
 (
Realistic Student Responsibilities 

3.  Are the student responsibilities clear and easy for students to conduct? 

 (
 (
4. Can the assignment be completed in a reasonable amount of time by students


at this grade level?


 (
 (
5. Does the assignment need to be adapted for students with different levels of ability? 
 (
 (
Productive Family Interactions

6.
Is the assignment enjoyable for students and parents and family partners? 

 (
 (
7.
Is the parent asked to do something that ALL parents can do? 


 (
 (

(Note:  Parents should not be asked to read or write anything except the home-to-school communication.) 

8. Will a parent or family partner learn something about 


how s/he can support the student in the transition to high school?  

 (
 (
Which aspects of this activity do you think are:

Important? _____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Fun or enjoyable for students and parents?  _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Unclear?  Need to improve?____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Other comments on this activity?  _____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Adapted from:  Epstein, J. L., &  Van Voorhis, F. L. (2012). Module: Improving the Homework Process.

Baltimore: Center on School, Family, and Community Partnerships, Johns Hopkins University.
�








